Shape Our Fremont

Where Fremont residents can learn about shaping proposed housing developments...

More Townhouses on
Fremont Boulevard

Thecity isreviewing aproposal
to tear down two old houseson
Fremont Boulevard in the North
FremontA reaand replace them with
townhouse-style condominiums. The
project, known as Fremont Blvd
Condos, isthelatest step towardsthe
City of Fremont’ sgoal to become
“strategically urban,” andtofocus
new development “..... inthe City
Center, dong mgjor corridors
(especialy Fremont Boulevard), and
around exiting and futuretransit
stations.”

TheFacts

Theproposal callsfor theexisting
houses at 34615 and 34621 Fremont
Boulevardtobedemolished. Onewas
builtin 1914, and the other in 1939.
Despitethei r age, an evaluation by
city staff indicatesthese houses have
no historical significanceand do not
meritpreservation.

Intheir place, the devel oper is
proposing to build twelvethree-story
condominiumsinfour buildingson
0.58 acres. The density will be
approximately 20 units per acre,
whichiswithinthe current Medium
Density Residential land use
designation forthep roperty.

Four of the condoswill be
grouped in pairsof stacked flatswith
two bedrooms apiece. Theliving and
sleepingareasof oneunitineach pair
will occupy the second floor, and
those of the other unit will be stacked
aboveit onthethirdfloor. Individual
interior staircaseswill connect to the
garagesand entry doorsonthefirst
floor. Theremaining eight condos

will betraditional townhouseswith
threebedroomsand an optional fourth
bedroom on thefirst floor.

All the unitswill have two-car
attachedgarages. An additional six
uncovered spaceswill beprovided on
thesitefor guest parking. Vehicle
entrance and exit isfrom asingle
driveway.

Becausethisproject will conform
to the zoning requirements, the
Planning Commission will makethe
final review, not the City Council.

Thelssues

Thebiggest issuefor many people
isthat thisproject, and every other
higher-density hous ng project likeit,
moves Fremont closer to becoming an
urban city and further from being the
suburban town that made many
people want to live here. What made
the city think that was what the
residents wanted?

Takenindividualy, each new
developmentalong Fremont
Boulevard may haveonly asmall
effect, but taken cumulatively, the
effect can be enormous. To makeit
worse, the city hasextended the zone
of higher -density housingto 1,000
feet on either side of Fremont
Boulevard aongitsentirelength.
What madethe city think that won’t
createproblems?

Why doesn’t the city recognize
that Fremont Boulevard islandlocked
on both sides and cannot be widened
in most places? Increasing the
housing density along thismainroad
will significantly increasetraffic
congestionon all theroadsin

Fremont — most of which are already
overcrowded. Y ou can build three-
story housing, butyoucan’tbuild
threestory roadways.

Why doesthe city continueto
approveGenera PlanAmendments
that let higher-density housingeat
away at businessdistrictsalong
Fremont Boulevard? Fewer business
propertiesmeanshigher business
rentsand higher prices. Displacing
businesses means some will smply
close, and customers must travel
greater distancesto reach thosethat
areleft. None of thatisgood.

Andfinally aswefacethefourth
year of drought in California, why is
thecity in such arushto build any
more housesat al?

Tdl the City How You Fed

Tovoiceyour commentsand
concernsabout the Fremont Blvd
Condosdevel opment, send an email
directly to Terry Wonginthe
Fremont Planning Department at
twong@fremont.gov

Tovoiceyour commentsand
concernsabout Fremont’ sgoal of
becomingstrategically urban, speak
duringthe Public/Oral
Communicatiors portionof any City
Council meeting — all the elected
officialsand city staff who needto
hear your message will be there.

Tolearn moreabout all the
proposed housing devel opmentsin
Fremont, or the procedurefor
speaking at ameeting, goto
www.ShapeOur Fremont.com



